
 
Adaptive Teaching in Spanish 

“Learning another language is not only learning different words for the 
same things, but learning another way to think about things.” – Flora 

Lewis 

Explicit Instruction 

The class teacher and adults in the classroom focus on clear explanations, 
modelling and frequent checks throughout the lesson to ensure the children 
understand the task. Class teacher will work on pronunciation and spelling of 
words to ensure all children know how to practice independently or in groups. 

Cognitive and metacognitive strategies  

The children have the opportunity to plan, monitor and evaluate their peers 
learning. This occurs when the children are divided into groups and asked to 
perform their script to their class peers. After the performance, the children 
will evaluate what went well and what would be better next time.  

Scaffolding  

In Spanish, the children have time to practice their oracy skills before their 
performance/ conversation. All children are provided with a knowledge mat to 
refer to and some children will be provided with a bank of vocabulary to focus 
on within the lesson.  

Flexible Grouping  

The children have the option to work with other children and tend to 
move places so they have the opportunity to work with other children 
who have different abilities/ interests in Spanish lessons 

Using Technology  

The interactive whiteboard is used in Spanish lessons and the children have 
access to iPads where they can scan QR codes to access Spanish games. 

Pre-taught and embedding vocabulary 

The teaching of new vocabulary early and repeated allows children to use this 
vocabulary and build a fuller understanding of its meaning in different 
contexts.  

Time for talk 

Children need time to process new phrases/ words and allowed the time to 
practice their oracy skills. The children are encouraged to hold a conversation 
with their partner.  

Overcoming Barriers 

MFL lessons can be difficult for those children with additional needs. It is 
important for the teacher to use a lot of repetition within the lesson and 
adopt a multi-sensory approach.  

Class teacher to clearly model and repeat vocabulary. Promote the use of 
whiteboards to make notes and practice new language.  

Teachers to create various ways of learning within MFL lessons. Children to 
access QR codes to help them with their learning, to sing songs relating to 
the unit their learning and to practice conversing with their peers or an adult 
if required.  

The layout of the environment is carefully considered and all children should 
have maximum access to resources.  

Children are provided with a particular role in the lesson to keep them 
engaged and to promote active participation. 


